O come, O come, Emmanuel

O come, O come, great Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times once gave the law

In cloud and majesty and awe.

Refrain

Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Advent 2025: Candle Lighting Liturgy

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR A

December 21, 2025
First Reader: Today, we come face to face with the scandal of Advent:

Mary, the unmarried mother; God Incarnate growing in Mary’s womb as a

vulnerable baby; Joseph contemplating leaving Mary because of her
pregnancy; God’s love at work in ways that society and propriety could
not understand; God calling Mary and Joseph to faithfulness despite the
fear of disgrace.

All: With Mary and Joseph, we choose to wait, watch, and listen for
the way of Love instead of responding in fear to the world’s
judgment.

Second Reader: We light this candle of love as a sign of our faithfulness
as we seek, find, and follow Emmanuel, God with us.

Light the first, second, third and fourth candle of the Advent wreath.
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