O come, O come, Emmanuel

O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

And death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Refrain

Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Advent 2025: Candle Lighting Liturgy
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR A

December 14, 2025

First Reader: In the midst of our waiting and longing for God to make the
world right again, we cling to the truth that God has saved, God is saving,
and God will save. So today, we join our voices with the prophet Isaiah,
who calls us to live in the joy of the truth of God’s salvation.

All: We choose to believe that the day is coming when “the ransomed
of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting
joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away” (Isaiah 35:10).

Second Reader: We light this candle of joy as a sign of the Truth that sets

us free to live in joy as we wait and work for the day when all creation
will flourish together.

Light the first, second and third candle (pink) of the Advent wreath.
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