O come, O come, Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.

Refrain

Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Advent 2025: Candle Lighting Liturgy
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR A
December 7, 2025

First Reader: Advent reminds us that we are people who share a story, the
story of Jesus, who enacts peace by judging in favor of the poor and
deciding with equity for the meek of the earth. We long for the day when
“the wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them”
(Isaiah 11:6).

All: Today, we choose to live the story of peace, believing that true
peace comes when we seek the flourishing of all God’s creation.

Second Reader: Last week at Halesford, we lit the candle of hope as a sign
of our promise to follow the Light as we answer God’s call to transform
our hope into reality today and in the days to come.

Today we light the candle of peace as a sign of our commitment to bring
Light to the places the world seeks to hide until that day when all creation
lives together in harmony and abundance.

Light the first and second candles of the Advent wreath.
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